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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 March 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.3-8.10-15 and 17-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 1.3.4.6-8. 10.11. 13-15.17. 18.20 and 21 is/are rejected. 

7) [3 Claim(s) 5.12 and 19 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 19 March 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: it recites "Average 
Pixel Value", but should instead read -Average Pixel Level-. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-8, 10-11, 13-15, 17-18 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by the Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (APA) (Fig. 3 of 
Kim (US 7,095,888 and its related text). 

As to claims 1 , 8 and 15, APA discloses, a method for calculating an Average 
Picture Value (APL) (APL, column 1, line 18), comprising: 

applying a first weight to a red data (figure 1 (element 14)); 

applying a second weight to a green data (figure 1 (element 15)); 

applying a third weight to a blue data (figure 1 (element 16)); and 

calculating the APL for the red, green and blue data with the applied weights 
(column 1, lines, 45-51 fig. 1 (element 18)), wherein the weights the first, the second 
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and the third weights are determined depending on sizes of red, green and blue sub- 
pixels, respectively (column 1, lines, 63-67). 

As to claims 3, 10 and 17, APA discloses, wherein each of the weights has 
different value in each red, green, blue data (weights multiplied with the red, green and 
blue color data are different, value change, column 2, lines, 30-34). 

As to claims 4, 1 1 and 18, APA discloses, wherein the step of applying the 
weight includes: 

multiplying the fist weight to the red data (multiplying unit 14 for multiplying 
summed red color data, see column 1, lines 39-41); 

multiplying the second weight to the green data (multiplying unit 15 for multiplying 
summed green color data, see column 1 , lines 41-43); and 

multiplying the third weight to the blue data (multiplying unit 16 for multiplying 
summed blue color data, see column 1 , lines 44-46). 

As to claims 6, 13 and 20, APA discloses, wherein the weights are changeable 
(since the size of the pixels can be changed and the weight depends on the size of the 
pixels, the weights are therefore changeable, see column 1 , line 63-column 2, line 5). 
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As to claims 7, 14 and 21 , APA discloses wherein the weights are changeable 
(since the size of the pixels can be changed and the weight depends on the size of the 
pixels, the weights are therefore changeable, see column 1 , line 63-column 2, line 5). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 5, 12 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 5, 12 and 19 recite "wherein the APL includes: calculating a first APL for 
the red data, a second APL for the green data and a third APL for the blue data; adding 
the first APL, the second APL, and the third APL to produce a summation thereof, and 
calculating a mean value of the summation". 

The prior art does not disclose the above limitation. However, Kim does disclose 
adding the weighted data, then calculating the APL. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-4, 6-8, 10-11, 1 3-1 5, 1 7-1 8 and 
20-21 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Even though the Kim reference has been disqualified as a 102(e), the above 
rejection is relying upon the admitted prior art of Kim and not the inventive substance. 
Therefor the reference is still applicable and a rejection is provided. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Pervan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0910. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday between 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571 ) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MVP 

May 9, 2008 
/Amr Awad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



